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Organic under 
Glass and Plastic

Chris Blanchard
Flying Rutabaga Works and

Rock Spring Farm

No Models, 
Only ExamplesOnly Examples

Chris 
Blanchard

Chris’ Farming History

RSF by the Numbers
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Winter Hype,
Summer Reality

I  i ’  h   f M i !Iowa isn’t the coast of Maine!

W inter H ype

Sum m er 
Reality

Winter System 
Overview

Unheated structures
Double layer of plastic
Inner layer of row coverInner layer of row cover
Mobile greenhouse
Intensive management

Production Schedule

Start planting in March – greens, 
tomatoes, cucumbers
Grow all summer
Start planting winter crops 
outdoors in September
Move greenhouse in late October 
to cover standing crops

Layering
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T he M agic of 
Layering

Sunlight 
Limits

A day in 
the fall is 
like a weeklike a week

in the 
spring

Lipid d 
Bilayer

W inter 
Harvest

W inter 
P acking

Challenges for 
W inter Harvest
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W inter greens 
sell winter roots Hoophouse Troubles

Condensation
Avoid Soil Salt 

Buildup

Soil 
Drying

Aphids
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Cucumber and 
Squash Beetles

T omato 
Horn 
W orms

Construction Styles and 
Options

Purchased 
Field Tunnel

Ledgewood Farm  
Greenhouse 
Fram es
M o l onbo o, M oultonboro, 
N H  03254
603-476-8829
E d Person

H om e-m ade 
Field Tunnel

www.newfarm .
org/features/
0503/0503/
arnoldsbuild.
shtm l

Italian-n
Inspired 
Design
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Don’t Put Plastic On in the Snow

O ur 
Design

Greenhouse Supply 
Company

Harnois Greenhouses
12 Acme Road, Suite 212
Brewer, ME 04412
800-696-8511

Passive Ventilation

Going Mobile

M obile G reenhouse T heory Mobile Greenhouse Layout
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Welded eyebolt 

Anchoring 
O ur M obile 
Houses

3/16 steel wire 

48” earth anchor 
w/ 6” base 

turnbuckle 

Metal Runners and Ski Tips

Endwall Design Mobile Design and Steering

Some Final Thoughts
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Remember…
It’s all fun 
and games 
until your 
greenhouse gr nhous  
blows away!


