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Certified vs. Non—-Certified

» Certified and non-certified organic farming
are virtually the same.
- Differences
Third party audit
Farm plan submission
Certificate
Sales volume
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Agenda

» The Publication
> Terminology
o Certified versus Non-Certified
On the Farm
At the Market
Direct and Non-Direct
> Paperwork Requirements

» Questions

Terminclogy

» National Organic Program (NOP)
o Exists under the USDA-AMS
National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)
o Civilian panel that advises the NOP
» National Organic Standard
- aka - National Organic Program Regulations, USDA
Organic Regulations, Final Rule of the National Organic
Program, etc.
Certified Organic
- Refers to land with a submitted farm plan, compliant
with the National Organic Standard, and certified by a
USDA-accredited certifier (@annually).
Non-Certified Organic
> Refers to land with a farm plan, compliant with the
National Organic Standard, but not certified by a USDA-
ited.certifier (does not exceed $5,000 in sales).

Certified and Non-Certified

» On the Farm:

> Both must conform to the National Organic
NEGGEL]
Includes:
Land Requirements, Growing Practices, Fertilizers & Soil
Amendments, Manure and Compost, Pesticides, Seeds and
Planting Stock, Preventing Contamination, Marketing
Information/Signage, Organic Labeling, Avoiding
Commingling, Record Keeping, etc.



Land Requirements

» Land that can produce organic crops must
not have been treated with substances
prohibited by the standard for the previous
36 months

Certified and Non-Certified: On the Farm

Fertilizers and Scil Amendments

Natural organic materials and crushed rock minerals are allowed

H sithar the OMP or the Washington State Department of Agriculture
‘sppear on & fertiizar of pesticide Isbel i indicates that the
product was raviewsd and it considensd sccaptable for orpanic
production by these entitiea.

OMRI

Organic Materials Review Instinese

1t B ppars on any .|
Ineticaties thal twe product was reviewed by the Environmental
Protection Agency and Is clearsd for use in organis production
(peaticides anly).

# FOR ORGANIC PRODUCTION

Read the label for ingredients

Certified and Non-Certified: On the Farm

Pesticides

» Prevention is key

» Classes of allowed pesticides:
> Biopesticides, botanical materials, minerals,
superior spray oils, hydrogen peroxide and
insecticidal soap

H sithar the OMP or the Washington State Department of Agriculture
logou appear en & ferilizar or peaticide libel, 1 indicates that the
product was raviewsd and it considensd sccaptable for orpanic
production by these entitiea.
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Organic Materlls Review Instiuse ?&'3

1 the kogo and statement below appears an arvy pesticids label, it
ncscates.

! that ¥
Protection Agency and la cleared for use in arganis production
(pesticides anty).
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Growing Practices

» Overall theme of building the soil and the soil
environment:
- Cover Crops, Organic Matter, Mulching,
Composting, Trapping,
- Crop Rotation is specifically required
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Manure and Compaost

» Manure:
> Composted
Unrestricted as long as guidelines are followed
- Uncomposted
90/120 day rule
» Compost:
> Unrestricted use
» Commercial Heat-Treated Manure
o Unrestricted use
» Manure Tea, Compost Tea
> 90/120 day rule
» Worm-Composted Manure, Dried Manure, Guano
> 90/120 day rule
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Seeds and Planting Stock

» Not Allowed
- Seeds coated with prohibited substances
> Genetically engineered varieties
> Conventionally grown transplants

» Concessions can be made

Certified and Non-Certified: On the Farm



Certified and Non-Certified

» At Market
> ltems marketed as organic must truly be so
> Items marketed as certified organic must truly be
SO
> Non-Certified Organic products cannot use:
The words “Certified Organic”
The USDA Organic Seal (reserved for use by certified

organic operations)
=

Paperwork

» Both Certified and Non-Certified Operations:
> Develop an Organic System Plan (reviewed and
updated annually)

- Maintain adequate records of transactions and
activities to show that the plan is being followed
and that the operation is in compliance with the
National Organic Standard
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Non-Certified

» Direct - Unrestricted (sort of)
» Non-Direct:
> Can be sold for resale as long as the reseller does
not sell it as certified organic
o Cannot be sold for inclusion in organic products

Non-Certified: At Market

Help with Paperwork

» Organic System Plan
> The Small Scale Organics: A Guidebook for the
Non-Certified Organic Grower publication contains
an appropriate (condensed) OSP and annual update
form




Help with Paperwork

» Record Keeping
> The publication also has some condensed logs to
help with record keeping
> ATTRA has a more complete set of these logs

http://www.attra.ncat.org/attra-
pub/PDF/marketforms.pdf
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Questions?

Organic Market Farm

The

Purpose and Use of These Forms

" http:/ /www.attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/PDF/marketforms.pdf
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